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www.asic.gov.
au/easylodge

User guides now available for download.

Whether you are a frequent user of our 
registered agent or officeholder portals, or 
just want to find out more about how they 
work, you can now download detailed user 
guides.

See www.asic.gov.au/easylodge.

Company Alert
Be informed by email when companies 
tell us about changes — even your own 
company.

See www.asic.gov.au/search

From 1 July 2006 the $800 fee for 
registering a company will be reduced 
to $400. The $330 fee for registering a 
company will not change. 

A summary of the fees payable under 
Items 5 and 6 of the Corporations (Fees) 
Regulations 2001 for incorporating or 

registering a company or body corporate is 
shown in the table below.  

This action was taken by the government in 
response to one of the recommendations in 
the Report of the Taskforce on Reducing the 
Regulatory Burdens on Business – Rethinking 
Regulation.

Company reg istrat ion fees

Type of registration Pre–
1 July 2006

From
1 July 2006

Form 201 Application for registration as an Australian 
company (Part 2A.1 of the Corporations Act 2001 (the Act))

· having a share capital $800 $400

· not having a share capital $330 $330

Form 202 Application for registration of a body corporate as a 
company (Part 5B.1 of the Act)

· if the company is a registered foreign company $330 $330

· in any other case $800 $400

Form 2213 Application for change of State or Territory of 
registration of a company (s119A of the Act)

$800 $400

Form 401 Application for registration as a registrable Australian 
body

· if incorporated or registered as an association in its place 
of origin

$330 $330

· that is not incorporated as an association in its place of 
origin

$800 $400

Form 402 Application for registration as a foreign company $800 $400

Drop in company 
registration fees
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EDGE data 
communications 
layer 
Shutting down Austpac 
X.25 platform
We are now entering the final stage of 
the process and will be ceasing to provide 
the Austpac X.25 communications layer to 
the primary mailbox on 30 June 2006.

If your EDGE/ECR software communicates 
via the Austpac X.25 communications layer, 
then it will be changing to an internet 
platform called the TCP/IP communications 
layer. ASIC ceased supporting the Austpac 
X.25 communications layer to the 
secondary mailbox on 31 December 2005.  
85% of ASIC’s registered agents 
have moved to the internet TCP/IP 
communications layer. 

To change to TCP/IP:
• Consult your user manual and 

instructions provided with your software 
package. You may need to change the 
configuration of your software, which 
should not be difficult to implement.

• Review your internet set up. You may 
need to upgrade your internet service. 
Consult with your internet provider as 
necessary.

• Contact your software developer to 
obtain further details as necessary. Your 
software developer should be your first 
point of call for any questions that you 
may have about the transition, as they 
understand your software and how the 
changes will affect you.  

Many registered agents lodging 
electronically believe they need to keep 
paper copies of the documents they lodge. 

The provision requiring that a signed 
copy of the form lodged electronically 
be retained was removed from the 
Corporations Act 2001 as of 1 July 2003. 
However, the Electronic Lodgement 
Protocol (ELP) requires agents who lodge

 documents electronically with us and who 
have electronically lodged a Form 362 
Notification of appointment or cessation 
of a registered agent to retain an original, 
signed copy of the Form 362 in paper 
format for 7 years and to produce a copy to 
us if required. But there is no requirement  
to keep original signed copies in paper 
format of Forms 484, 361, 370, 485 or 902 
where those forms have been lodged 
electronically. 

Please be aware that the requirements for 
lodging Australian Financial Services (AFS) 
licence applications and other documents 
are different. AFS licensees lodging 
electronically need to retain a signed copy 
of documents. This is outlined in Part 8.1 of 
the Protocol.

Read the Electronic Lodgement Protocol at 
www.asic.gov.au/elp. 

Original copies of electronically lodged documents

Reinstatement of a 
deregistered company
One of our roles is to maintain the 
integrity of the corporate register so 
that searchers have confidence that the 
information is up to date. 

As part of our ongoing compliance 
activities to support this role, we may 
initiate the deregistration of a company. 
Generally, we do this when the company:

• has not paid its annual review fee for at 
least 12 months after the payment due 
date

• has not responded to a Return of 
particulars at least 6 months after the 
response was required, has not lodged 
any other document in the last 18 
months and we have no reason to 
believe the company is carrying on 
business, or 

• has not lodged its 2002 annual return 
or any other document in the last 18 
months and we have no reason to 
believe the company is carrying on 
business. 

If a company has been deregistered, it is 
no longer recorded on our database as a 
registered company, and so has no legal 
existence and is unable to trade or take any 
action as a body corporate.

Reinstatement of the 
reg istrat ion of a company
The registration of the company may be 
reinstated in certain circumstances.

Apply to ASIC if there are grounds to 
believe that deregistration was incorrect
We can reinstate the registration of 
a company if we are satisfied that 
the company should not have been 
deregistered. 

A company deregistered for not lodging 
a response to a Returns of particulars or 
annual return must be able to prove: 

• there was a procedural defect or 
oversight in the procedure leading to the 
deregistration, or 

• the company was carrying on business 
or was in operation at the time it was 
deregistered.

A company deregistered by us for not 
paying review fees must be able to prove: 

• there was a procedural defect or 
oversight in the procedure leading to the 
deregistration; or

• the outstanding review fee was 
received by us before the company was 
deregistered.

A company deregistered voluntarily 
must be able to prove that there was 
a procedural defect or oversight in the 
procedure leading to the deregistration.

Access an Application for ASIC 
Reinstatement and get more information 
about reinstatement from www.asic.gov.
au/closing.

Apply to the Court for an order that ASIC 
reinstate the company
If the company cannot meet requirements 
to apply to us for reinstatement, it can 
apply to the Court (either the Federal Court 
of Australia or the Supreme Court of one of 
the States or Territories). 

People who feel disadvantaged by the 
deregistration of the company (e.g. 
creditors, other bodies taking legal action 
against the company, a former liquidator) 
may also apply to the Court for the 
reinstatement of the company.
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In December 2005 the New Zealand 
Registrar of Companies successfully 
prosecuted the 5 directors of a New 
Zealand company trading in New Zealand 
but with 100% Australian shareholding. 
The directors were held personally liable 
for the failure to have financial statements 
filed within the prescribed time frame. Each 
of the directors was fined $6,000 together 
with court costs. In the past 9 months 
the Registrar has prosecuted a total of 32 
directors for failing to ensure that financial 
statements were filed. The average fine has 
been $6,000 for offending at the lower end 
of the scale. The offence has a maximum 
penalty of a $100,000 fine.  

The Registrar of Companies will continue 
to closely monitor companies that have 
an obligation to file financial statements 
under the New Zealand Financial Reporting 
Act 1993 (FRA).  Financial reporting is a key 
aspect of carrying on business. It allows 
the management of an entity to make 
informed decisions, and helps stakeholders 
gauge the performance of both the 
business and its management. 

Sections 18 and 19 of the FRA require 
certain companies to deliver financial 
statements to the Registrar, that is foreign 
companies trading within New Zealand 
and New Zealand registered companies 
with 25% or more foreign shareholders. 
In the overwhelming majority of cases the 
financial statements must be signed no 
later than 5 months from the company’s 
balance date and lodged with the Registrar 
within 20 working days thereafter.

The Registrar has been operating a 
reminder system that encourages all 
companies that have an obligation under 
the FRA to file financial statements on time.  
These reminders are sent to the officers of 

the company up to 6 months before the 
financial statements are due to be filed 
giving them sufficient time to organise 
the company affairs. There is no obligation 
on the Registrar to issue such reminders 
that are issued as a matter of courtesy. The 
reminders should not be construed as 
any form of extension of time for filing, 
the Registrar has no discretion to grant 
any such extension.

In addition, the Registrar is also seeking 
to reduce the instances of financial 
statements being rejected. In certain 
instances rejected statements can amount 
to failing to file and could attract similar 
prosecution.  The primary reasons for which 
financial statements are being rejected are:
• failure to pay the filing fee of NZ$100.00
• overseas companies failing to lodge 

statements for either the NZ or the 
overseas entities

• failure to supply an audit report with the 
statements

• audit reports received that are unsigned, 
undated or have incorrect page 
references

• directors failing to sign and/or date the 
statements. 

The Registrar would like to remind advisors 
and directors that the penalties imposed 
by the Court apply to each director of the 
companies and it is every director’s duty 
to ensure that the financial statements are 
filed within time.

For further information please feel free to 
visit our website www.companies.govt.nz and 
access our self service tool (http://support.
business.govt.nz) or contact us on 
+64 3962 2602 between 8.30am and 
5.00pm Monday to Friday.

$30,000 fines for family 
company trading in New 
Zealand
A reminder f rom the New Zealand Companies Office

Company Searching and Registrat ion in New Zealand

For information see www.asic.gov.au/companies . 

As of 1 May 2006 we stopped sending 
out a paper copy of an annual statement 
pack if the electronic version was not 
retrieved within 10 days from the date of 
issue.  Whether you use our EDGE or online 
systems, this change affects you.

Previously if you lodged with us 
electronically, your clients’ annual 
statement packs were sent to your mailbox 
for download whether you use EDGE or 
our online system to check and change 
company details. If the annual statement 
pack was not downloaded within 10 days, 
then a paper version was sent directly 
to the company’s registered office. This 
double-handling was expensive and time 
consuming and put your clients at risk of 
incurring late payment or late review fees.

Now you need to ensure you download all 
annual statement packs from your mailbox 
within 28 days of the date of issue. This 
will provide your clients adequate time to 
review their company details and pay the 
annual review fee.

EDGE users
If you do not retrieve the original annual 
statement pack from your mailbox within 
28 days, you have a further 32 days to 
retrieve it by requesting an RA71 report. 
After this time, only an ad-hoc company 
statement will be available via the RA71 
report. Ad-hoc company statements do not 
include an invoice statement for the annual 
review fee.

Online users
You have 90 days to download the original 
annual statement pack. After this time, 
only an ad-hoc company statement will be 
available by requesting an RA71 report. 

Your clients will still retain the ability to 
request an ad-hoc reprint of their company 
statement if required, but the invoice 
statement will not be included.

If you need help using our online 
lodgement service, visit www.asic.gov.au or 
contact us on 03 5177 3988. If you are an 
EDGE user, contact your software supplier 
for assistance on using your electronic 
mailbox effectively.

Electronic 
annual 
statement packs
No more paper follow–up
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Editorial Enquiries
If you have any comments please 
contact:

Editor, InFocus 
ASIC
GPO Box 9827
MELBOURNE  VIC  3001

Tel: 03 9280 3346
Fax: 03 9280 3355
Email kathleen.meekings@asic.gov.au

Contact

Visit our website at 
www.asic.gov.au

For consumer information visit
www.fido.gov.au

ASIC Call Centre

Email info.enquiries@asic.gov.au

Contact our Call  Centre’s 
Enquiry Line on 03 5177 3988 
(Weekdays 8.30 am to 7 pm AEST)

For any questions about:

•  running a company,

•  ASIC invoices,

•  fees,

•  lodging company forms, or

•  searching our company database or 
registers.

Infoline

Email infoline@asic.gov.au

Contact our Call Centre’s 
Infoline on 1300 300 630 
(Weekdays 8.30 am to 7 pm AEST)

For information about;

•  fundraising,

•  licensing,

•  disclosure and takeovers,

•  making a complaint about companies 
and services,

•  financial services regulation, services 
and products,

•  your AFS licence,

•  investors’ and consumers’ rights, or

•  copies of ASIC publications or 
documents.

Changes have been made to the way 
you can search pre–1991 company records. 
Previously requests for these records were 
made by lodging a Form 965A Application 
for information about a specific corporation
or 965B Application for historical 
information about specific corporation with 
ASIC and obtaining either microfiche or 
paper records.

We are now in the process of converting 
all pre–1991 records to scanned images 
available through DOCIMAGE and since 
1 May 2006 requests for these records 
are available through DOCIMAGE by 
lodging Form 961 Application for copies of 
documents (DOCIMAGE search).

The reason for this change was to allow 
us to develop consistent processes for 
receiving and processing search requests. 
This will cease the need to replicate 
microfiche and will allow us to provide 

modern service delivery options for 
microfiche records.

How wil l  ASIC provide this 
information to cl ients?
These pre–1991 company records will be 
scanned when the Form 961 is lodged. The 
scanned documents will be shown on the 
National Names Index under a form code 
in the ‘9200 series’. Once the documents 
have been scanned for the client the image 
will remain available on DOCIMAGE for 
any subsequent request. This process will 
also apply to requests for copies of WA 
microfiche. 

The Forms 965A and B are no longer 
available and the Form 961 has been 
amended to accommodate any requests 
for documents from DOCIMAGE as well as 
pre–1991 microfiche or historical records.

Changes to microfiche 
searches

Need to know if we have received your 
form? Check the National Names Index. 
The National Names Index at www.asic.gov.
au/nni gives a complete list of documents 
lodged by a company since 1 January 1991. 
So, if you need to find out whether a form 
has been received by us for your company, 
go to the National Names Index and enter 
your company’s ACN. You will be able to 
view all public documents received and 
processed by ASIC. 

Forms are processed in order of priority 
and importance. Therefore allow an 
appropriate amount of time for us to 
receive it in the post and process it before 
you check.

Don’t  want to wait  that 
long? 
Why not lodge your forms online instead of 
sending them through the mail so that we 
receive them instantly.

Company officeholders, registered agents, 
registered liquidators, AFS licensees as well 
as company auditors and authorised audit 

companies can register to lodge forms 
online anytime at www.asic.gov.au/lodge. 

What are the benefi ts  of  
lodging onl ine?
When forms are lodged online, the 
information entered is automatically 
validated where possible and the form 
checked to confirm that all mandatory 
information has been included. This means 
there is less chance of the document being 
returned to you for further information. It 
can be processed immediately.

Lodging online saves you time as changes 
to company details can be made within 1-2 
hours instead of the number of days taken 
for paper documents to arrive and be 
processed. It saves postage and handling 
too. 

Another benefit is that reminders are 
emailed to let users know that a company 
statement is ready for download and to 
confirm when a critical change is made 
to ASIC’s database. This is to help the 
company meet its legal obligations.

Still lodging on paper?
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